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FITTING FAREWELL


Selected
Hymns
for Funeral
Services
In this booklet is a selection of hymns that are suitable for use during funeral services.
ey are purely suggestions and are designed to help you make the perfect choice for
your loved one’s service.


If you would prefer a hymn that is not included, don’t worry - you can. Simply send
us the hymn by email for inclusion and we will do the rest.


Our aim is your satisfaction and to ensure your loved one has a fitting farewell.
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All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
e Lord God made them all


e tall trees in the greenwood,
e meadows for our play,
e rushes by the water,
To gather every day;


All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
e Lord God made them all


He gave us eyes to see them,
And lips that we might tell
How great is God Almighty,
Who has made all things well.


All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
e Lord God made them all.


Amazing Grace
“Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
at saved a wretch like me….
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now, I see.


T’was Grace that taught…
my heart to fear.
And Grace, my fears relieved.
How precious did that Grace appear…
the hour I first believed.


rough many dangers, toils and snares…
we have already come.
T’was Grace that brought us safe thus far…


and Grace will lead us home.


e Lord has promised good to me…
His word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be…
as long as life endures.


When we’ve been here ten thousand years…
bright shining as the sun.
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise…
then when we’ve first begun.


“Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
at saved a wretch like me….
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now, I see.


Be Thou My Vision
Be ou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that ou art.
ou my best ought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, y presence my light.


Be ou my Wisdom, and ou my true Word;
I ever with ee and ou with me, Lord;
ou my great Father, I y true son;
ou in me dwelling, and I with ee one.


Be ou my battle Shield, Sword for the fight;
Be ou my Dignity, ou my Delight;
ou my soul’s Shelter, ou my high Tower:
Raise ou me heavenward, O Power of my
power.


Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
ou mine Inheritance, now and always:
ou and ou only, first in my heart,
High King of Heaven, my Treasure ou art.
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Abide with Me
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
e darkness deepens; Lord with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.


Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;
Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around I see;
O ou who changest not, abide with me.


Not a brief glance I beg, a passing word;
But as ou dwell’st with y disciples, Lord,
Familiar, condescending, patient, free.
Come not to sojourn, but abide with me.


Come not in terrors, as the King of kings,
But kind and good, with healing in y wings,
Tears for all woes, a heart for every plea—
Come, Friend of sinners, and thus bide with me.


ou on my head in early youth didst smile;
And, though rebellious and perverse meanwhile,
ou hast not left me, oft as I left ee,
On to the close, O Lord, abide with me.


I need y presence every passing hour.
What but y grace can foil the tempter’s power?
Who, like yself, my guide and stay can be?
rough cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with
me.


I fear no foe, with ee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, if ou abide with me.


Hold ou y cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom and point me to the


skies.
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain
shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.


All Things Bright And
Beautiful
All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
e Lord God made them all.


Each little flower that opens,
Each little bird that sings,
He made their glowing colours,
He made their tiny wings.


All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
e Lord God made them all


e purple-headed mountain,
e river running by,
e sunset and the morning,
at brightens up the sky;


All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
e Lord God made them all


e cold wind in the winter,
e pleasant summer sun,
e ripe fruits in the garden,
He made them every one;


All things bright and beautiful,
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Who ever dost yself unmoved abide;
Yet day by day the light in due gradation
From hour to hour through all its changes guide.


Grant to life’s day a calm unclouded ending,
An eve untouched by shadows of decay,
e brightness of a holy deathbed blending
With dawning glories of the eternal day.


Hear us, O Father, gracious and forgiving,
rough Jesus Christ y co-eternal Word,
Who, with the Holy Ghost, by all things living
Now and to endless ages art adored.


Praise My Soul The king Of
Heaven
Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven;
To His feet thy tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Evermore His praises sing:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise the everlasting King.


Praise Him for His grace and favor
To our fathers in distress.
Praise Him still the same as ever,
Slow to chide, and swift to bless.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Glorious in His faithfulness.


Fatherlike He tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame He knows.
In His hands He gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Widely yet His mercy flows.


Frail as summer’s flower we flourish,


Blows the wind and it is gone;
But while mortals rise and perish
Our God lives unchanging on,
Praise Him, Praise Him, Hallelujah
Praise the High Eternal One!


Angels, help us to adore Him;
Ye behold Him face to face;
Sun and moon, bow down before Him,
Dwellers all in time and space.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise with us the God of grace.


Saviour Again to Thy Dear
Name We Raise
Saviour, again to y dear name we raise,
With one accord, our parting Hymn of praise.
Once more we bless ee ere our worship cease:
en, lowly bending, wait y word of peace.


Grant us y peace upon our homeward way;
With thee began, with ee shall end the day;
Guard ou the lips from sin, the hearts from
shame,
at in this house have called upon y name.


Grant us y peace, Lord, rough the coming
night.
Turn ou for us its darkness into light;
From harm and danger keep thy children free.
For dark and light are both alike to ee.


Grant us y peace throughout our earthly life,
Our balm in sorrow, and our stay in strife;
en, when y voice shall bid our conflict cease,
Call us, O Lord, to ine eternal peace.
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High King of Heaven, my victory won,
May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heaven’s
Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.


In Heavenly Love Abiding
In heavenly love abiding, no change my heart
shall fear.
And safe in such confiding, for nothing changes
here.
e storm may roar without me, my heart may
low be laid,
But God is round about me, and can I be
dismayed?


Wherever He may guide me, no want shall turn
me back.
My Shepherd is beside me, and nothing can I
lack.
His wisdom ever waking, His sight is never dim.
He knows the way He’s taking, and I will walk
with Him.


Green pastures are before me, which yet I have
not seen.
Bright skies will soon be over me, where darkest
clouds have been.
My hope I cannot measure, my path to life is free.
My Savior has my treasure, and He will walk with
me.


O God Our Help in Ages Past
Our God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,


And our eternal home.


Under the shadow of y throne
y saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is ine arm alone,
And our defense is sure.


Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting ou art God,
To endless years the same.


y Word commands our flesh to dust,
“Return, ye sons of men:”
All nations rose from earth at first,
And turn to earth again.


A thousand ages in y sight
Are like an evening gone;
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.


e busy tribes of flesh and blood,
With all their lives and cares,
Are carried downwards by the flood,
And lost in following years.


Like flowery fields the nations stand
Pleased with the morning light;
e flowers beneath the mower’s hand
Lie withering ere ‘tis night.


Our God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be ou our guard while troubles last,
And our eternal home.


O Strength and Stay
O Strength and Stay upholding all creation,
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In prsence of my foes;
My head thou dost with oil anoint
And my cup overflows.


Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me;
And in God’s house for evermore
My dwelling-place shall be.


Thine be the Glory
ine be the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son;
Endless is the victory, ou o’er death hast won;
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
Kept the folded grave clothes where y body lay.


Refrainine is the glory, risen conqu’ring Son,
Endless is the vict’ry, ou o’er death hast won.


Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
Lovingly He greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
Let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph
sing;
For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.


ine is the glory, risen conqu’ring Son,
Endless is the vict’ry, ou o’er death hast won.


No more we doubt ee, glorious Prince of life;
Life is naught without ee; aid us in our strife;
Make us more than conqu’rors, through y
deathless love:
Bring us safe through Jordan to y home above.


ine is the glory, risen conqu’ring Son,
Endless is the vict’ry, ou o’er death hast won.
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The Day Thou Gavest, Lord,
is Ended
e day ou gavest, Lord, is ended,
e darkness falls at y behest;
To ee our morning hymns ascended,
y praise shall sanctify our rest.


We thank ee that y church, unsleeping,
While earth rolls onward into light,
rough all the world her watch is keeping,
And rests not now by day or night.


As o’er each continent and island
e dawn leads on another day,
e voice of prayer is never silent,
Nor dies the strain of praise away.


e sun that bids us rest is waking
Our brethren ’neath the western sky,
And hour by hour fresh lips are making
y wondrous doings heard on high.


So be it, Lord; y throne shall never,
Like earth’s proud empires, pass away:
y kingdom stands, and grows forever,
Till all y creatures own y sway.


The king of Love My
Shepherd Is
e King of love my Shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never,
I nothing lack if I am His
And He is mine forever.


Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul He leadeth,
And where the verdant pastures grow,


With food celestial feedeth.


Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
But yet in love He sought me,
And on His shoulder gently laid,
And home, rejoicing, brought me.


In death’s dark vale I fear no ill
With ee, dear Lord, beside me;
y rod and staff my comfort still,
y cross before to guide me.


ou spread’st a table in my sight;
y unction grace bestoweth;
And O what transport of delight
From y pure chalice floweth!


And so through all the length of days
y goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing y praise
Within y house forever.


The Lord’s My Shepherd
e Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; he leadeth me
e quiet waters by.


My soul he doth restore again,
And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness,
E’en for his own name’s sake.


Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will I fear no ill:
For thou art with me, and thy rod
And staff me comfort still.


My table thou hast furnished
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FITTING FAREWELL


Selected
Music
for Funeral
Services
In this booklet is a selection of music that has been used during funeral services.
Remember that music is a very personal choice and this list is very diverse for that
reason. ey are purely suggestions and are designed to help you make the perfect
choice for your loved one’s service.


If you would prefer a piece of music that is not included, don’t worry - you can.
Simply send us the details by email for inclusion and we will do the rest.


Our aim is your satisfaction and to ensure your loved one has a fitting farewell.
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Careless Whisper - George Michael
Caribbean Blue - Enya
Carmen (Entr'acte Act 3) - Bizet
Catch A Falling Star - Perry Como
Cavatina (e Deer Hunter) - Harp
Cello Concerto (1st Mvt) - Elgar
Champagne Supernova - Oasis
Chasing Cars - Snow Patrol
Chiquitita - Abba
Circle Of Life (Lion King) - Elton John
Clair De Lune (Orchestral) - Debussy
Close To You - e Carpenters
Come Away With Me - Norah Jones
Come Fly With Me - Frank Sinatra
Comfortably Numb - Pink Floyd
Cry - James Blunt
Crying In e Chapel - Elvis Presley
Cwm Rhondda (English & Welsh) - Bryn Terfel


D
Dambusters March - Central Band RAF
Dance Of e Sugar Plum Fairy (e
Nutcracker) - Tchaikovsky
Dance Of e Swans (Swan Lake) - Tchaikovsky
Dance With My Father - Luther Vandross
Danny Boy - Bryn Terfel
Dark Side Of e Moon - Pink Floyd
Days - Kirsty MacColl
Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind - Aled Jones
Delilah - Tom Jones
Desperado - e Eagles
Dignity - Bob Dylan
Do Not Stand At My Grave And Weep -
Katherine Jenkins
Don't Fear e Reaper - Blue Oyster Cult
Don't Let e Sun Go Down On Me - Elton


John & George Michael


E
E Lucevan Le Stelle (Tosca) - Puccini
Easter Hymn - Grimethorpe Colliery Band
Edelweiss (e Sound Of Music) - Julie Andrews
Eine Kleine Nachtmusik (2nd Mvt) - Mozart
Elegie In C Minor - Faure
Emperor Waltz - Strauss
Endless Love - Diana Ross & Lionel Richie
Eternal Father Strong To Save - London
Philharmonic Choir & Orchestra
Etude In C Minor Op10 No12 (Revolutionary) -
Chopin
Ev'ry Time We Say Goodbye - Ella Fitzgerald
Evening Falls - Enya -
Evening Hymn + Last Post - Massed Bands Of
e Guards Division
Evergreen - Barbra Streisand -
Every Breath You Take - Sting & e Police
Everybody Hurts - REM
Everything I Do I Do It For You - Bryan Adams
Everything I Own - Bread


F
Fallen Embers - Enya
Fanfare For e Common Man - Emerson Lake
& Palmer
Fantasia In D Minor K397 - Mozart
Faraway Places - Vera Lynn
Feel - Robbie Williams
Fernando - Abba
Ferry Cross e Mersey - Gerry & e
Pacemakers
Fields Of Athenry - e Dublin City Ramblers
Fields Of Gold – Sting or Eva Cassidy
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A
A Day Without Rain - Enya
A Different Corner - George Michael
A Gaelic Blessing – Rutter Cambridge Singers
A Heart Full Of Love (Les Miserables)
A Life On e Ocean Wave - Band Of e Royal
Marines
A New Day Has Come - Celine Dion
A Nightingale Sang In Berkeley Square - Anne
Shelton
A Place In e Sun - Stevie Wonder
A Taste Of Honey - Acker Bilk
A ousand Beautiful ings - Annie Lenox
A Whiter Shade Of Pale - Procul Harum
Abide With Me - Fron Male Voice Choir
Adagio For Strings - Barber
After All ese Years - Foster & Allen -
Ain't No Sunshine - Bill Withers
Albatross - Fleetwood Mac
All By Myself (Solo Otra Vez) - Il Divo
All I Want Is You - U2
All Love Can Be (A Beautiful Mind) - Charlotte
Church
All My Loving - e Beatles
All ings Bright And Beautiful - Children's
Choir
All rough e Night (Ar Hyd Y Nos) - Aled
Jones
All Time Love - Will Young
Alleluia (Exsultate Jubilate) - Mozart
Always - Bon Jovi
Always On My Mind - Elvis Presley
Amazed - Lonestar
An Irish Lullaby - Daniel O' Donnell
Angels - Robbie Williams
Are You Lonesome Tonight - Elvis Presley


As Time Goes By (from Casablanca)
Ave Maria - Bach


B
Baby Can I Hold You - Tracy Chapman
Be Still For e Presence Of e Lord - Aled
Jones
Be Still My Soul - Katherine Jenkins
Be With You - Enrique Iglesias
Beautiful - Christina Aguilera
Beautiful Boy - John Lennon
Beautiful Day - U2
Because You Loved Me - Celine Dion
Begin e Beguine - Julio Iglesias
Best I Could - Barbra Streisand
Better Together - Jack Johnson
Bitter Sweet Symphony - e Verve
Blue Moon - e Marcels
Blue Velvet - Bobby Vinton
Bohemian Rhapsody - Queen
Bolero - Ravel
Braveheart (Main eme) - James Horner
Bridge Over Troubled Water - Simon &
Garfunkel
Bright Eyes - Art Garfunkel
Bring Me Sunshine - Morecambe & Wise
Broken Wings - Mr Mister
Brothers In Arms - Dire Straits
Brown Eyed Girl - Van Morrison


C
Can You Feel e Love Tonight - Elton John
Can't Help Falling In Love - Elvis Presley
Can't Smile Without You - Barry Manilow
Candle In e Wind - Elton John
Canon In D - Pachelbel
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How Do I Live - Leann Rimes
How Great ou Art - Fron Male Voice Choir
How Sweet It Is - Marvin Gaye


I
I Am What I Am - Gloria Gaynor
I Am Woman - Helen Reddy
I Am Your Angel - Celine Dion & R Kelly
I Believe - Russell Watson -
I Believe In You - Il Divo & Celine Dion
I Believe My Heart - Duncan James & Keedie
I Can Hear Music - e Beach Boys
I Can See Clearly Now - Johnny Nash
I Cried For You - Katie Melua
I Don't Want To Miss A ing - Aerosmith
I Have A Dream - Abba
I Have Nothing - Whitney Houston -
I Just Called To Say I Love You - Stevie Wonder
I Just Don't Know What To Do With Myself -
Dusty Springfield
I Know at My Redeemer Liveth (Messiah) -
Handel
I Know You By Heart - Eva Cassidy
I Only Want To Be With You - Dusty Springfield
I Say A Little Prayer - Aretha Franklin
I Vow To ee My Country - Katherine Jenkins
I Will Always Love You - Whitney Houston
I'd Wait For Life - Take at
I'll Stand By You - e Pretenders
I'll Walk Beside You - Bryn Terfel - I've Had e
Time Of My Life (Dirty Dancing) - Bill Medley
& Jennifer Warnes
If Tomorrow Never Comes - Ronan Keating
If You Don't Know Me By Now - Simply Red
Imagine – John Lennon or Eva Cassidy
In Heavenly Love Abiding - Salvation Army


International Staff Band
In My Life - e Beatles
Iris - Goo Goo Dolls
Isn't She Lovely - Stevie Wonder
It Must Be Love - Madness


J


Jerusalem – G4 or Fron Male Voice Choir
Jesu Joy Of Man's Desiring - Bach
John Dunbar eme (Dances With Wolves) -
John Barry
Jupiter (e Planets) - Holst


k
Knockin' On Heaven's Door - Bob Dylan


L
La Campanella - Paganini
La Donna E Mobile (Rigoletto) - Verdi
La Vie En Rose - Edith Piaf -
Lady In Red - Chris De Burgh
Land Of Hope And Glory (Choral & Orchestral)
- Elgar
Land Of My Fathers (Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau) -
Bryn Terfel
Lara's eme (Dr Zhivago) - James Last
Last Goodbye - Jeff Buckley
Lead Us Heavenly Father Lead Us - Guildford
Cathedral Choir
Let It Be - e Beatles
Let ere Be Love - Nat King Cole
Lifted - Lighthouse Family
Like A Star - Corinne Bailey Rae
Lord Of All Hopefulness - Guildford Cathedral
Choir
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Finlandia - Sibelius
First Of May - Bee Gees
Fix You - Coldplay
Flow Gently Sweet Afton - Jo Stafford
Flower Of Scotland (Vocal) - Traditional
Fly Me To e Moon - Frank Sinatra
Flying Without Wings - Westlife
Follow You Follow Me - Genesis
Footprints - Ken Dodd
Footprints In e Sand - Leona Lewis
Footsteps - Daniel O'Donnell
Forever Autumn (War Of e Worlds) - Justin
Hayward
Forever Young - Rod Stewart
Free Bird - Lynyrd Skynyrd
Friday's Child - Will Young
Friends Will Be Friends - Queen
From A Distance - Bette Midler
From Here To Eternity - Frank Sinatra -
From is Moment On - Shania Twain
Fur Elise - Beethoven


G
Galway Bay - Instrumental
Get Here - Oleta Adams
Get Off Of My Cloud - e Rolling Stones
God Be With You - Bryn Terfel
God Only Knows - e Beach Boys
Going Home - Dvorak
Gold - Spandau Ballet
Goldberg Variations (Aria) - Bach
Golden Days - Mario Lanza
Gone Fishin' - Bing Crosby
Goodbye My Lover - James Blunt
Goodbye To Love - e Carpenters
Greatest Love Of All - Whitney Houston


Green Door - Frankie Vaughan
Greensleeves - Mantovani
Guide Me O ou Great Redeemer - Fron Male
Voice Choir
Guitar Concerto (2nd Mvt) - Rodrigo


H
Habanera (Carmen) – Bizet
Hallelujah - Jeff Buckley
Hallelujah Chorus (Messiah) - Handel
Happy Heart - James Last -
Harry's Game (eme) - Clannad
Have I Told You Lately at I Love You - Van
Morrison or Rod Stewart
Have You Ever Really Loved A Woman - Bryan
Adams
He Ain't Heavy He's My Brother - e Hollies
He Was Beautiful (Cavatina) - Lesley Garrett
He Who Would Valiant Be - Guildford Cathedral
Choir
Heaven - Bryan Adams
Heaven Can Wait - Meat Loaf
Heaven For Everyone - Queen
Heaven From Here - Robbie Williams
Here Comes e Sun - e Beatles
Here I Am Lord - Daniel O'Donnell
Hero - Mariah Carey
Hero (English) - Enrique Iglesias
Heroes - David Bowie
Hey Jude - e Beatles -
Holding Back e Years - Simply Red
Home - Michael Buble or Westlife
Hotel California - e Eagles
How Can You Mend A Broken Heart - Michael
Buble
How Deep Is Your Love - Bee Gees
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Do It For You) - Katherine Jenkins


R
Raining In My Heart - Buddy Holly
Red Sails In e Sunset - Nat King Cole
Red Sails In e Sunset - Perry Como
Return To Innocence - Enigma
Rhapsody In Blue - Gershwin
Ride Like e Wind - Christopher Cross
Romeo And Juliet - Dire Straits
Romeo And Juliet (Love eme) - Tchaikovsky
Rose (Titanic) - Soundtrack
Rose Adagio (Sleeping Beauty) - Tchaikovsky
Run - Snow Patrol
Runaway - e Corrs


S
Sacrifice - Elton John -
Sail Away - David Gray
Sailing - Rod Stewart
San Damiano (Heart And Soul) - Aled Jones
Save A Prayer - Duran Duran
Save e Last Dance For Me - e Drifters
Saviour's Day - Cliff Richard -
Say A Little Prayer – Dionne Warwick
Search For e Hero - M People
Seventeen Come Sunday - Vaughan Williams
She Was Beautiful (Cavatina) - Bryn Terfel
She's A Lady - Tom Jones
She's Like e Wind – Patrick Swayzee
Shepherd Moons - Enya
Shine - Take at
Simply e Best - Tina Turner
Sisters - e Beverley Sisters
Someone Like You - Van Morrison
Something's Gotten Hold Of My Heart - Gene


Pitney
Somewhere Only We Know - Keane
Song For Guy - Elton John
Songbird - Eva Cassidy
Spread A Little Happiness - Sting
Stairway To Heaven - Led Zeppelin
Stars - Simply Red
Stranger On e Shore - Acker Bilk
Strangers In e Night - Frank Sinatra
Strawberry Fields Forever - e Beatles


T
Take Me Home Country Roads - John Denver
Take My Breath Away - Berlin
Tears In Heaven - Eric Clapton -
Tell Him - Celine Dion & Barbra Streisand
ank You - Dido
ank You For Loving Me - Bon Jovi
ank You For e Music - Abba
at Ole Devil Called Love - Alison Moyet
at's Life - Frank Sinatra
at's What Friends Are For - Dionne Warwick
& Friends
e Air at I Breathe - e Hollies
e Chain (Grand Prix Excerpt) - Fleetwood Mac
e Closest ing To Crazy - Katie Melua
e Day ou Gavest - Aled Jones
e Fields Of Athenry - Brendan Shine
e First Time Ever I Saw Your Face - Roberta
Flack
e Fool On e Hill - e Beatles
e Four Seasons_Spring - Vivaldi
e Godfather Waltz - Nino Rota
e Green Green Grass Of Home - Tom Jones
e Hills Are Alive (e Sound Of Music)
e Impossible Dream - Matt Monro
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Love Changes Everything – Climie Fisher
Love Is A Many Splendored ing - Matt Monro
Love Is All Around - Wet Wet Wet
Love Me Tender - Elvis Presley
Lovin' Each Day - Ronan Keating
Lullaby (Orchestral) - Brahms


M
Mad World - Gary Jules
Make Me A Channel Of Your Peace - Aled Jones
Mama - e Spice Girls
Mandy - Barry Manilow
Memory (Cats) - Barbra Streisand
Michelle - e Beatles
Millennium - Robbie Williams
Miserere Mei (English) - Allegri
Miss You Like Crazy - Natalie Cole
Miss You Nights - Cliff Richard
Moon River - Mantovani
Morning (Peer Gynt) - Grieg
Morning Has Broken - Cat Stevens
Mr Blue Sky - ELO
Mull Of Kintyre – Paul McCartney & Wings
My Heart Will Go On - Celine Dion
My Sweet Lord - George Harrison
My Way - Frank Sinatra


N
Nearer My God To ee - Bryn Terfel
Nella Fantasia - Il Divo
Nessun Dorma (Turandot) - Puccini
Nights In White Satin - e Moody Blues
Nine Million Bicycles - Katie Melua
No Regrets - Robbie Williams
No Regrets - e Walker Brothers
Nocturne (A Midsummer Night's Dream) -


Mendelssohn
Non Je Ne Regrette Rien - Edith Piaf
Nothing Else Matters - Metallica
Nothing's Gonna Change My Love For You -
Glenn Medeiros
Now Is e Hour (Po Ata Rau) - Kiri Te Kanawa


O
One - U2
One Day At A Time - Lena Martell
One Day I'll Fly Away - Randy Crawford
One Moment In Time - Whitney Houston
Only Yesterday - e Carpenters
Only You – Yazoo or e Flying Pickets
Orinoco Flow - Enya
Out Of Africa (Main eme) - John Barry


P
Paint e Sky With Stars - Enya -
Panis Angelicus - Franck
Pastoral Symphony 6 (1st Mvt Opening) -
Beethoven
Patience - Take at
Perfect Day - Lou Reed
Pie Jesu (Requiem) - Faure
Praise My Soul e King Of Heaven - Guildford
Cathedral Choir
Pretty Woman - Roy Orbison
Psalm 23 (e Lord Is My Shepherd)
Put On A Happy Face - Matt Monro


Q
Que Sera Sera - Doris Day
Queen Of My Heart - Westlife
Quello Che Faro Sara Par Te (Everything I Do I
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Watermark - Enya
We Have All e Time In e World - Louis
Armstrong
We Laughed - Rosetta Life
We'll Be Together Again - Various
We'll Keep A Welcome - Bryn Terfel
We'll Meet Again - Vera Lynn
What A Wonderful World - Louis Armstrong
What Becomes Of e Broken Hearted - Jimmy
Ruffin
When I Fall In Love - Nat King Cole
When Somebody Loves You - Frank Sinatra
When Will I See You Again - e ree Degrees
When You Believe - Mariah Carey & Whitney
Houston
Where'er You Walk (Semele) - Handel
Wherever You Will Go - e Calling
White Flag - Dido
Wind Beneath My Wings - Bette Midler
With A Little Help From My Friends - Joe
Cocker
With Or Without You - U2
Without You - Harry Nilsson
Woman - John Lennon
Woman In Love - Barbra Streisand
Wonderful Tonight - Eric Clapton
Wonderful World - James Morrison
Wonderwall - Oasis
Words - Boyzone


Y
Yesterday - e Beatles
You And Me Song - e Wannadies
You Are e Sunshine Of My Life - Stevie
Wonder
You Do Something To Me - Paul Weller


You Don't Have To Say You Love Me - Dusty
Springfield
You Raise Me Up - Various
You To Me Are Everything - e Real ing
You Were Loved - Whitney Houston
You'll Never Walk Alone - Gerry & e
Pacemakers
You're All at Matters To Me - Curtis Stigers
You're Beautiful (Clean version) - James Blunt
You're In My Heart - Rod Stewart
You're My Best Friend - Queen
You're My World - Cilla Black
You're e Best ing at Ever Happened To
Me - Gladys Knight & e Pips
You're e First e Last My Everything - Barry
White
You're e Inspiration - Chicago
You've Got A Friend - James Taylor
Your Song - Elton John


Z
Zadok e Priest - Handel
Zing Went e Strings Of My Heart - Judy
Garland
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e Irish Rover - e Pogues & e Dubliners
e Lark Ascending - Vaughan Williams
e Last Post - Traditional
e Living Years - Mike & e Mechanics
e Long And Winding Road - e Beatles
e Lord's My Shepherd - Traditional
e Man You Love - Il Divo
e Most Beautiful Girl - Charlie Rich
e Power Of Love - Frankie Goes To Hollywood
e Power Of Love - Jennifer Rush
e Prayer - Charlotte Church & Josh Groban
e Rose Of Tralee - Josef Locke
e Show Must Go On - Queen
e Sound Of Silence - Simon & Garfunkel
e Twelfth Of Never - Johnny Mathis
e Very ought Of You - Nat King Cole
e Way We Were - Barbra Streisand
e White Cliffs Of Dover - Vera Lynn
e Whole Of e Moon - Waterboys
e Wild Rover - e Dubliners
e Wonder Of You - Elvis Presley
ere Will Come A Day - Faith Hill
ese Are e Days Of Our Lives - Queen
ey Can't Take at Away From Me - Frank
Sinatra
inking Of You - Paul Weller
is Woman's Work - Kate Bush
ree Times A Lady - Lionel Richie & e
Commodores
Tie A Yellow Ribbon - Tony Orlando & Dawn
Time After Time - Cyndi Lauper
Time To Say Goodbye - Sarah Brightman &
Andrea Bocelli
Toccata And Fugue In D Minor - Bach
Together We Are Beautiful - Fern Kinney
Total Eclipse Of e Heart - Bonnie Tyler


Touch Me In e Morning - Diana Ross
Trouble - Coldplay
Truly Madly Deeply - Savage Garden


U
Un Bel Di Vedremo (Madame Butterfly) -
Puccini
Una Furtiva Lagrima (L'elisir D'amore) -
Donizetti
Unbreak My Heart – Toni Braxton
Unfinished Sympathy (Original Mix) - Massive
Attack
Unforgettable - Nat King Cole
Until It's Time For You To Go - Elvis Presley
Up Where We Belong - Joe Cocker & Jennifer
Warnes
Uptown Girl - Billy Joel


V
Va Pensiero (Nabucco) - Verdi
Valentine - Richard Hawley
Venus (e Planets) - Holst
Vespera – Libera
Vide Cor Meum - Katherine Jenkins
Vincent (Starry Starry Night) - Don Mclean
Violin Concerto 1 (1st Mvt) - Bruch
Visions - Cliff Richard
Vissi D'arte (Tosca) - Puccini
Voca Me - Libera


W
Walk On By - Dionne Warwick
Walking In e Air (e Snowman) - Aled Jones
Waltzing Matilda - Band Of e Royal Marines
Water Music (Air) - Handel -
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Suggested
Outline
for Funeral
Service
In this booklet are some ideas of the structure of a typical funeral service. It is purely a
suggestion and is designed to help you make the perfect choice for your loved one’s
service.


If after consultation with your clergy or officiator you would prefer a different
structure, don’t worry - you can. Simply send us the details by email for inclusion and
we will do the rest.


Our aim is your satisfaction and to ensure your loved one has a fitting farewell.
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Inside Pages
Entry Music


e Scent of Love by Michael Nyman
Optional: is time is often used by the congregation for contemplation


Introductory Sentences


Hymn: Abide With Me


Abide with me; fast falls the eventide:
e darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide;
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee,


Help of the helpless, O abide with me.
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;


Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around I see:


O thou who changest not, abide with me.
I need thy presence every passing hour;


What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power?
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be?


rough cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.
I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless;


Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where grave thy victory?


I triumph still, if thou abide with me.
Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes;


Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies:
Heaven’s morning breaks, and the earth’s vain shadows flee;


In life, in death, O lord, abide with me.


Reading
Read by Officiator


Eulogy
Memories of NAME OF YOUR LOVED ONE


spoken by NAME OF FRIEND/FAMILY MEMBER


FITTING FAREWELL


TEL: 0800 612 6484 | FAx: 0800 612 6485 | EmAIL: INFO@FITTINGFAREWELL.CO.Uk


Front Cover
In loving memory of


NAME OF YOUR LOVED ONE


Aged


Date of Birth – Date of Death


at


NAME OF FUNERAL VENUE


on


DAY, MONTH, TIME


Officiator: (optional)


Typical Example of Funeral Service Sheet
is document has been put together by Fitting Farewell, designers and printers of themed and bespoke
funeral stationery. It is designed to help you create the perfect funeral service for your loved one. It can be
quite daunting planning a funeral and deciding on the content of the funeral service. is example is
typical of a modern funeral service or ceremony. All music, hymns, readings and poems are just
suggestions.We very much hope that you find it useful at what is a very sad time for you and your family.







Hymn: Jerusalem


And did those feet in ancient times
Walk upon England’s mountains green?


And was the Holy Lamb of God
On England’s pleasant pastures seen?


And did the countenance divine
Shine forth upon our clouded hills?


And was Jerusalem builded here
Among those dark satanic mills?


Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me arrows of desire!


Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!


I will not cease from mental fight,
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,


Till we have built Jerusalem
In England’s green and pleasant land.


Committal and Blessing


Closing Music
You Have Been Loved – George Michael


Back Cover
e family would like to express their thanks to everyone for their kind words and support.


You are invited to share our memories of NAME OF YOUR LOVED ONE
at NAME OF VENUE after the funeral service.


Should you wish to make a donation in memory of NAME OF YOUR LOVED ONE our chosen
charity is NAME OF CHARITY. You can give any donations to the funeral directors after the


service or donate online at their website at WEB ADDRESS.
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Poem: Do Not Stand At My Grave And Weep
Read by NAME OF FRIEND/FAMILY MEMBER


Do not stand at my grave and weep,
I am not there, I did not sleep.


I am a thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glints on snow.
I am the sunlight on ripened grain.


I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning’s hush


I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circled flight.


I am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do not stand at my grave and cry;


I am not there, I did not die.


Prayer
Read by Officiator


God our Father,
We thank you that you have made each of us in your own image,


and given us gifts and talents with which to serve you.
We thank you for [Name],


the years we shared with him/her,
the good we saw in him/her,


the love we received from him/her.
Now give us strength and courage


to leave him/her in your care,
confident in your promise of eternal life


through Jesus Christ our Lord.


Amen.
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FITTING FAREWELL


Selected
Prayers
for Funeral
Services
In this booklet is a selection of prayers that are suitable for use during funeral services.
ey are purely suggestions and are designed to help you make the perfect choice for
your loved one’s service.


If you would prefer a prayer that is not included, don’t worry - you can. Simply send
us the prayer by email for inclusion and we will do the rest.


Our aim is your satisfaction and to ensure your loved one has a fitting farewell.
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Catholic Funeral Prayer
God our Father,
Your power brings us to birth,
Your providence guides our lives,
and by Your command we return to dust.


Lord, those who die still live in Your presence,
their lives change but do not end.
I pray in hope for my family,
relatives and friends,
and for all the dead known to You alone.


In company with Christ,
Who died and now lives,
may they rejoice in Your kingdom,
where all our tears are wiped away.
Unite us together again in one family,
to sing Your praise forever and ever.
Amen.


Catholic Prayer for a
Woman
We beseech ee, O Lord,
in y mercy,
to have pity on the soul of y handmaid;
do ou, Who hast freed her
from the perils of this mortal life,
restore to her the portion of everlasting salvation.
rough Christ our Lord,
Amen.


Catholic Prayer For The
Dead
God our Father,
Your power brings us to birth,
Your providence guides our lives,


and by Your command we return to dust.


Lord, those who die still live in Your presence,
their lives change but do not end.
I pray in hope for my family,
relatives and friends,
and for all the dead known to You alone.


In company with Christ,
Who died and now lives,
may they rejoice in Your kingdom,
where all our tears are wiped away.
Unite us together again in one family,
to sing Your praise forever and ever.
Amen.


Catholic Prayer for the
Deceased
Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace.
Amen.


Christ be with me
Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.
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The Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven;
Hallowed be y Name;
y kingdom come;
y will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation;
But deliver us from evil;
For ine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever.
Amen.


Hail Mary
Hail Mary, full of grace
e Lord is with thee
Blessed art thou among women
and blessed
is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus
Holy Mary, mother of God
Pray for us sinners
Now and at the hour of our death
Amen.
Amen.


23rd Psalm Funeral Prayer
e Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He
leadeth me beside the still
waters.
He restoreth my soul; He leadeth me in the paths
of righteousness for His
name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the


shadow of death, I will fear no
evil; for ou art with me; y rod and y staff,
they comfort me.
ou preparest a table before me in the presence
of mine enemies; ou
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life, and I will
dwell in the house of the Lord forever.


Almighty God, in your great
love
Almighty God, in your great love
you crafted us by your hand
and breathed life into us by your Spirit.
Although we became a rebellious people,
you did not abandon us to our sin.
In your tender mercy
you sent your Son
to restore in us your image.
In obedience to your will
he gave up his life for us,
bearing in his body our sins on the cross.
By your mighty power
you raised him from the grave
and exalted him to the throne of glory.
Rejoicing in his victory
and trusting in your promise
to make alive all who turn to Christ,
we commend N to your mercy
and we join with all your faithful people
and the whole company of heaven
in the one unending song of praise:
glory and wisdom and honour
be to our God for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Funeral prayer for the
family
O God, you do not willingly grieve or afflict
your children.
Look with pity on the suffering of this family
in their loss.
Sustain them in their anguish;
and into the darkness of their grief
bring the light of your love;
through Jesus we pray.
Amen.


Funeral Service Prayer
Heavenly Father,
you have not made us for darkness and death,
but for life with you for ever.
Without you we have nothing to hope for;
with you we have nothing to fear.
Speak to us now your words of eternal life.
Lift us from anxiety and guilt
to the light and peace of your presence,
and set the glory of your love before us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.


Funerals Prayer
Almighty God,
you love everything you have made
and judge us with infinite mercy and justice.
We rejoice in your promises of pardon, joy and
peace
to all those who love you.
In your mercy turn the darkness of death into the
dawn of new life,
and the sorrow of parting into the joy of heaven;


through our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who died, rose again, and lives for evermore.
Amen.


God be in my head
God be in my head,
and in my understanding;
God be in my eyes,
and in my looking;
God be in my mouth,
and in my speaking;
God be in my heart,
and in my thinking;
God be at my end,
and at my departing.
Amen.


God our refuge and
strength
God our refuge and strength,
close at hand in our distress;
meet us in our sorrow and lift our eyes
to the peace and light of your constant care.
Help us so to hear your word of grace
that our fear will be dispelled by your love,
our loneliness eased by your presence
and our hope renewed by your promises
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.


Jewish Funeral Prayer
God full of mercy who dwells on high
Grant perfect rest on the wings of Your Divine
Presence
In the lofty heights of the holy and pure
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Christian Funeral Prayer
Soul of Christ, sanctify me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, refresh me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
O good Jesus, hear me.
Within your wounds hide me.
Let me never be separated from you.
From the power of darkness defend me.
In the hour of my death, call me
and bid me come to you,
that with your saints I may praise you
for ever and ever.
Amen.


Day by Day
Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you
for all the benefits you have won for us,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for us.
Most merciful redeemer,
friend and brother,
may we know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly,
day by day.
Amen.


Eternal God and Father
Eternal God and Father,
we praise you that you have made people
to share life together
and to reflect your glory in the world.
We thank you now for [Name] ,
for all that we saw of your goodness and love in


his/her life
and for all that he/she means to each one of us.
As we too journey towards death
may we do so in the company of Jesus,
who came to share our life
that we might share the life of eternity.
To him be glory with you and the Holy Spirit
for ever and ever.
Amen.


Father in heaven, we praise
your name
Father in heaven, we praise your name
for all who have finished this life loving and
trusting you,
for the example of their lives,
the life and grace you gave them,
and the peace in which they rest.
We praise you today for your servant [Name]
and for all that you did through him/her.
Meet us in our sadness
and fill our hearts with praise and thanksgiving,
for the sake of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ.
Amen.


Funeral Prayer for a Child
God of all mystery, whose ways are beyond
understanding,
lead us, who grieve at this untimely death,
to a new and deeper faith in your love,
which brought your only Son Jesus
through death into resurrection life.
We make our prayer in Jesus' name.
Amen.
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a patience to persevere,
a love to last
and a peace that passes human understanding.
Hold us in your everlasting arms,
today and for all eternity;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.


Lord Jesus, our redeemer
Lord Jesus, our redeemer,
you willingly gave yourself up to death,
so that all might be saved and pass from death to
life.
By dying you unlocked the gates of life
for all those who believe in you.
So we commend [Name] into your arms of
mercy,
believing that, with sins forgiven,
he/she will share a place of happiness, light and
peace
in the kingdom of your glory for ever.
Amen.


Prayer for funerals
God our Father,
we thank you that you have made each of us
in your own image,
and given us gifts and talents with which to serve
you.
We thank you for [Name] ,
the years we shared with him/her,
the good we saw in him/her,
the love we received from him/her.
Now give us strength and courage
to leave him/her in your care,
confident in your promise of eternal life


through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.


Prayer for Mourners
Father of all mercies and God of all consolation,
you pursue us with untiring love
and dispel the shadow of death
with the bright dawn of life.
Give courage to this family in their loss and
sorrow.
Be their refuge and strength, O Lord,
reassure them of your continuing love
and lift them from the depths of grief
into the peace and light of your presence.
Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
by dying has destroyed our death,
and by rising, restored our life.
Your Holy Spirit, our comforter,
speaks for us in groans too deep for words.
Come alongside your people,
remind them of your eternal presence
and give them your comfort and strength.
Amen.


Psalm of Comfort
As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so
panteth my soul after ee, O God.
My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God:
'When shall I come and appear before God?'
My tears have been my food day and night, while
they say unto me all the day: 'Where is y God?'
ese things I remember, and pour out my soul
within me, how I passed on with the throng, and
led them to the house of God, with the voice of
joy and praise, a multitude keeping holyday.
Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why
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who shine as the brightness of the heavens
to the soul of [Name].


who has gone to his eternal rest
as all his family and friends
pray for the elevation of his soul.
His resting place shall be in the Garden of Eden.
erefore, the Master of mercy will care for him
under the protection of His wings for all time
And bind his soul in the bond of everlasting life.
God is his inheritance and he will rest in peace
and let us say Amen.


El maley rachamim shochen bam'romim
hamtzey menuchah nechonah al kanfey
haschechinah
bema'alot kedoshim ute'horim
kezohar harakia me'irim umazhirim
lenishmat


shehalach le'olamo
ba'avur shekol beney hamishpachah, yedidim
umakirim
mitpalelim le'iluy nishmato
began eden tehey menuchato
lachen ba'al harachamim yastireyhu
beseter kenafav le'olamim
veyitzror bitzror hachayim et nismato
Adonai hu nachalato Veyanuach beshalom al
mishkavo
Venomar amen.


Living God, you have lit the
day with the sun's light
Living God, you have lit the day with the sun's
light
and the midnight with shining stars.


Lighten our hearts with the bright beams
of the Sun of Righteousness
risen with healing in his wings,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
And so preserve us in the doing of your will,
that at the last we may shine
as the stars for ever;
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.


Lord God, creator of all
Lord God, creator of all,
you have made us creatures of this earth
but have also promised us a share in life eternal:
receive our thanks and praise
that, through the passion and death of Christ,
your child [Name] , our brother/sister,
whom we commend into your hands today,
shares with your saints in the joy of heaven,
where there is neither sorrow nor pain
but life everlasting. Alleluia.
Amen.


Lord, in weakness or in
strength
Lord, in weakness or in strength
we bear your image.
We pray for those we love
who now live in a land of shadows,
where the light of memory is dimmed,
where the familiar lies unknown,
where the beloved become as strangers.
Hold them in your everlasting arms,
and grant to those who care
a strength to serve,
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moanest thou within me? Hope thou in God; for
I shall yet praise Him for the salvation of His
countenance.


Sudden Death Prayer
God of hope,
we come to you in shock and grief and confusion
of heart.
Help us to find peace in the knowledge
of your loving mercy to all your children,
and give us light to guide us out of our darkness
into the assurance of your love,
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.


Thanksgiving for the Life
of the Deceased
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ,
who has blessed us all with the gift of this earthly
life
and has given to our brother/sister [Name]
his/her span of years and gifts of character.
God our Father, we thank you now for all his/her
life,
for every memory of love and joy,
for every good deed done by him/her
and every sorrow shared with us.
We thank you for his/her life and for his/her
death,
we thank you for the rest in Christ he/she now
enjoys,
we thank you for giving him/her to us,
we thank you for the glory we shall share together.
Hear our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.


The Lord is here
e Lord is here,
his Spirit is with us.
We need not fear,
his Spirit is with us.
We are surrounded by love,
his Spirit is with us.
We are immersed in peace,
his Spirit is with us.
We rejoice in hope,
his Spirit is with us.
We travel in faith,
his Spirit is with us.


Additional Notes
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Selected
Readings
for Funeral
Services
In this booklet is a selection of readingsthat are suitable for use during funeral services.
ey are purely suggestions and are designed to help you make the perfect choice for
your loved one’s service.


If you would prefer a reading that is not included, don’t worry - you can. Simply send
us the reading by email for inclusion and we will do the rest.


Our aim is your satisfaction and to ensure your loved one has a fitting farewell.
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Lord, time’s tide may wash her footprints from
the shore
But not our love for her nor the influence of her
life upon our own
Nor the ways in which they will ever be a sign for
us
Of those things which really matter—which are
eternal.
Hear this prayer for your love’s sake. Amen.


A Prayer of Peace
Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
Where there is injury, your pardon;
Where there is discord, union;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
Where there is sadness, joy;
O divine master, grant that we may not so much
seek
To be consoled as to consoled,
To be understood as to understand,
To be loved as to love,
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.


A Reflection On An Autumn
Day
I took up a handful of grain and let it slip flowing
through my fingers, and I said to myself
is is what it is all about. ere is no longer any
room for pretence. At harvest time the essence is


revealed - the straw and chaff are set aside, they
have done their job. e grain alone matters -
sacks of pure gold.


So it is when a person dies the essence of that
person is revealed. At the moment of death a
person’s character stands out happy for the person
who has forged it well over the years. en it will
not be the great achievement that will matter, nor,
how much money or possessions a person has
amassed. ese like the straw and the chaff, will
be left behind. It is what he has made of himself
that will matter. Death can take away from us
what we have, but it cannot rob us of who we are.


Death Is Nothing At All
Death is nothing at all,
I have only slipped away into the next room.
I am I, and you are you.
Whatever we were to each other, that we still are.
Call me by my old familiar name, speak to me
In the easy way that you always used.


Put no difference in your tone,
Wear no forced air of solemnity or sorrow.
Laugh as we always laughed
At the little jokes we enjoyed together.


Play, smile, think of me, pray for me.
Let my name be ever the household word
at it always was.
Let it be spoken without effect,
Without the trace of shadow on it.


Life means all that it ever meant.
It is the same as it ever was;
ere is unbroken continuity.
Why should I be out of mind
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A Child Loaned
I’ll lend you for a little time
A child of Mine.” He said.
“For you to love the while he lives
And mourn for when he’s dead.
It may be six or seven year
Or twenty-two or three
But will you, till I call him back
Take care of him for Me?
He’ll bring his charms to gladden you
And should his stay be brief,
You’ll have his lovely memories
As solace for your grief.


I cannot promise he will stay
Since all from Earth return,
But there are lessons taught down there
I want the child to learn.
I’ve looked this wide world over
In my search for teacher’s true,
And from the throngs that crowd life’s lanes,
I have selected you;
Now will you give him all your love,
Nor think the labour vain
Nor hate Me when I come to call
And take him back again?


I fancied that I heard them say,
“Dear Lord, ey will be done,
For all the joy y child shall bring,
For the risk of grief we’ll run.
We’ll shelter him with tenderness,
We’ll love him while we may,
And for the happiness we’ve known,
Forever grateful stay.
But should the angels call for him


Much sooner than we planned,
We’ll brave the bitter grief that comes
And try to understand.”


A Gaelic Farewell
May the road rise to meet you,
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face.
May the rain fall softly upon your fields until we
meet again,
And may God hold you in the hollow of his
hand.


A Prayer
e death of someone we love and care about
Is like the death of part of us.
No one else will ever call out from within us
Quite the same responses, the same feelings or
actions or ideas.
eir death is an ending of one part of a story.
Lord as we look back over Rose’s life
We ask what we have received, what we can
appropriate
And continue on in our own lives and what must
be laid to rest.
Our love for her reminds us that our sharing
In one another’s lives brings both support and
pain.
Our being parted from her reminds us of our own
mortality
And that your love is enduring.
We thank you that our love for Rose draws us
together
And gives us a new appreciation of one another
And of the beauty and fragility of relationships
Which mirror your grace and goodness to us.
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at once was you, in the frozen grass?


Snowflakes, too, will be softer feathered,
Clouds, perhaps, will be whiter plumed;
Rain, whose brilliance you caught and gathered,


Purer silver have resumed.


Farewell, sweet dust; I never was a miser:
Once, for a minute, I made you mine:
Now you are gone, I am none the wiser
But the leaves of the willow are as bright as wine.


Footprints
One night I dreamed I was walking
Along the beach with the Lord,
Many scenes from my life flashed across the sky.
In each scene I noticed footprints in the sand.
Sometimes there were two sets of footprints.
Other times there was only one.
is bothered me because I noticed
During the low periods of my life when I was
Suffering from anguish, sorrow or defeat,
I could see only one set of footprints.
So I said to the Lord, “You promised me,
Lord, that if I followed you,
You would walk with me always.
But I noticed during the most trying periods
Of my life there has only been
One set of prints in the sand.
Why, when I needed you most,
Have you not been there for me?
e Lord replied,
“e times when you have seen only one set of
footprints
It was then that I carried you.”


For The Fallen
With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her
children,
England mourns for her dead across the sea.
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit,
Fallen in the cause of the free.


Solemn the drums thrill; Death august and royal
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres,
ere is music in the midst of desolation
And a glory that shines upon our tears.


ey went with songs to the battle, they were
young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.
ey were staunch to the end against odds
uncounted;
ey fell with their faces to the foe.


ey shall grow not old, as we that are left grow
old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them. We will remember
them.


ey mingle not with their laughing comrades
again;
ey sit no more at familiar tables of home;
ey have no lot in our labour of the day-time;
ey sleep beyond England’s foam.


But where our desires are and our hopes
profound,
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight,
To the innermost heart of their own land they are
known
As the stars are known to the Night;
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Because I am out of sight?


I am waiting for you, for an interval,
Somewhere very near,
Just around the corner.


All is well.


Desiderata
Go placidly amid the noise and haste
and remember what peace there may be in
silence.
Be yourself
Especially do not feign affection.
Neither be cynical about love,
for in the face of all aridity and disappointment
it is as perennial as the grass.


Take kindly the counsel of the years,
gracefully surrendering the things of youth.
Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden
misfortune,
but do not distress yourself with imaginings.
Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness.
Beyond a wholesome discipline be gentle with
yourself.
You are a child of the universe no less than the
trees and the stars.
You have a right to be here.
And whether it is clear to you or not,
no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should.


erefore be at peace with God,
whatever you conceive Him to be,
And whatever your labours and aspirations
in the noisy confusion of life,
keep peace with your soul.
With all it’s sham and drudgery and broken


dreams
it is still a beautiful world.
Be cheerful. Strive to be happy.


Do Not Stand At my Grave
And Weep
Do not stand at my grave and weep,
I am not there, I did not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glints on snow.
I am the sunlight on ripened grain.
I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning’s hush
I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do not stand at my grave and cry;
I am not there, I did not die.


Epitaph On A Child
Here, freed from pain, secure from misery, lies
A child, the darling of his parents’ eyes:
A gentler Lamb ne’er sported on the plain,
A fairer flower will never bloom again;
Now let him sleep in peace his night of death.


Farewell, Sweet Dust
Now I have lost you, I must scatter
All of you on the air henceforth;
Not that to me it can ever matter
But it’s only fair to the rest of the earth.


Now especially, when it is winter
And the sun’s not half as bright as it was,
Who wouldn’t be glad to find a splinter
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return,
But there are lessons taught below I want this
child to learn.
I’ve looked this whole world over in my search for
teachers true,
And from the folk that crowd life’s lane, I have
chosen you.
Now will you give her all your love and not think
the labour vain,
Nor hate me when I come to take this lent child
back again.
I fancy that I heard them say, ‘Dear God y will
be done’,
For all the joys this child will bring, the risk of
grief we’ll run.
We will shelter her with tenderness, we’ll love her
while we may,
And for all the happiness we’ve ever known, we’ll
ever grateful stay.
But should the angels call her much sooner than
we’d planned,
We will brace the bitter grief that comes and try
to understand.


If I Should Die
If I should die before the rest of you
Break not a flower nor inscribe a stone
Nor, when I’m gone, speak in a Sunday voice,
But be the usual selves that I have known.
Weep if you must
Parting is hell.
But life goes on.
So sing as well.


If You Should Forget me
For A While
If you should forget me for a while,
And afterwards remember, do not grieve,
For if the darkness and the shadows
Leave a vestige of the thoughts that once I had,
Better by far that you should forget and smile
an that you should remember and be sad.


Let me Go
When I come to the end of the road
And the sun has set for me
I want no rites in a gloom filled room
Why cry for a soul set free?
Miss me a little, but not for long
And not with your head bowed low
Remember the love that once we shared
Miss me, but let me go.
For this is a journey we all must take
And each must go alone.
It’s all part of the master plan
A step on the road to home.
When you are lonely and sick at heart
Go the friends we know.
Laugh at all the things we used to do
Miss me, but let me go.
When I am dead my dearest
Sing no sad songs for me
Plant thou no roses at my head
Nor shady cypress tree
Be the green grass above me
With showers and dewdrops wet
And if thou wilt remember
And if thou wilt, forget.
I shall not see the shadows,
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As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain;
As the stars that are starry in the time of our
darkness,
To the end, to the end, they remain.


For What Is It To Die
For what is it to die but to stand naked in the
wind and to melt into the sun?
And what is it to cease breathing,
but to free the breath from its restless tides,
that it may rise and expand and seek God
unencumbered?
Only when you drink from the river of silence
shall you indeed sing.
And when you reach the mountain top, then you
shall begin to climb.
And when the earth shall claim your limbs, then
shall you truly dance.


Four Candles
e first candle represents our grief.
e pain of losing you is intense
It reminds us of the depth of our love for you.
e second candle represents our courage.
To confront our sorrow,
To comfort each other,
To change our lives.
is third candle we light in your memory.
For the times we laughed,
e times we cried,
e times we were angry with each other,
e silly things you did,
e caring and joy you gave us.


God’s Garden
God looked around his garden
And found an empty place,
He then looked down upon the earth
And saw your tired face.
He put his arms around you
And lifted you to rest.
God’s garden must be beautiful
He always takes the best.
He knew that you were suffering
He knew you were in pain.
He knew that you would never
Get well on earth again.
He saw the road was getting rough
And the hills were hard to climb.
So he closed your weary eyelids
And whispered, ‘Peace be ine’.
It broke our hearts to lose you
But you didn’t go alone,
For part of us went with you
e day God called you home.


God’s Lent Girl
I’ll lend you for a little while a child of mine, God
said,
For you to love the while she lives, and mourn for
when she’s dead.
It may be six or seven years, or forty two or three,
But will you, ’til I call her back, take care of her
for me?
She’ll bring her charms to gladden you. And
should her stay be brief,
You’ll always have your memories as solace in
your grief.
I cannot promise she will stay, since all from earth
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woe.
O if (I say) you look upon this verse,
When I, perhaps, compounded am with clay,
Do not so much as my poor name rehearse,
But let your love even with my life decay;
Lest the wise world should look into your moan,
And mock you with me after I am gone.


No Night Without
ere is no night without a dawning
No winter without a spring
And beyond the dark horizon
Our hearts will once more sing ….
For those who leave us for a while
Have only gone away
Out of a restless, care worn world
Into a brighter day


No Sorrow To Die
Because I have loved life, I shall have no sorrow to
die.
I have sent up my gladness on wings, to be lost in
the blue of the sky.
I have run and leaped with the rain, I have taken
the wind to my breast.
My cheek like a drowsy child to the face of the
earth I have pressed.
Because I have loved life, I shall have no sorrow to
die.


I have kissed young Love on the lips, I have heard
his song to the end,
I have struck my hand like a seal in the loyal hand
of a friend.
I have known the peace of heaven, the comfort of
work done well.


I have longed for death in the darkness and risen
alive out of hell.
Because I have loved life, I shall have no sorrow to
die.


I give a share of my soul to the world where my
course is run.
I know that my another shall finish the task I
must leave undone.
I know that no flower, nor flint was in vain on the
path I trod.
As one looks on a face through a window,
through life I have looked on God,
Because I have loved life, I shall have no sorrow to
die.


One At Rest
ink of me as one at rest,
for me you should not weep
I have no pain no troubled thoughts
for I am just asleep
e living thinking me that was,
is now forever still
And life goes on without me now,
as time forever will.


If your heart is heavy now
because I’ve gone away
Dwell not long upon it friend
For none of us can stay
ose of you who liked me,
I sincerely thank you all
And those of you who loved me,
I thank you most of all.


And in my fleeting lifespan,
as time went rushing by
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I shall not fear the rain;
I shall not hear the nightingale
Sing on as if in pain;
And dreaming through the twilight
at doth not rise nor set,
Haply I may remember,
And haply may forget.


Like As The Waves make
Towards The Pebbled Shore
Like as the waves make towards the pebbled
shore,
So do our minutes hasten to their end,
Each changing place with that which goes before,
In sequent toil all forwards do contend.
Nativity, once in the main of light,
Crawls to maturity, wherewith being crown’d,
Crooked eclipses ‘gainst his glory fight,
And Time, that gave, doth now his gift confound.
Time doth transfix the flourish set on youth,
And delves the parallels in beauty’s brow;
Feels on the rarities of nature’s truth,
And nothing stands but for his scythe to mow.
And yet to times in hope my verse shall stand,
Praising thy worth, despite his cruel hand.


miss me But Let me Go
When I come to the end of the road
And the sun has set for me,
I want no rites in a gloom-filled room;
Why cry for a soul set free?


Miss me a little - but not too long
And not with your head bowed low.
Remember the love that we once shared.


Miss me - but let me go.


For this is a journey that we all must take
And each must go alone.
It’s all a part of the Master’s plan,
A step on the road to home.


When you are lonely and sick of heart,
Go to the friends we know
And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds.
Miss me - but let me go.


my Little Angel
You’ve just walked on ahead of me
And I’ve got to understand
You must release the ones you love
And let go of their hand.


I try and cope the best I can
But I’m missing you so much
If I could only see you
And once more feel your touch.


Yes, you’ve just walked on ahead of me
Don’t worry I’ll be fine
But now and then I swear I feel
Your hand slip into mine.


No Longer mourn For me
No longer mourn for me when I am dead
an you shall hear the surly sullen bell
Give warning to the world that I am fled
From this vile world, with vilest worms to dwell;
Nay, if you read this line, remember not
e hand that writ it, for I love you so
at I in your sweet thoughts would be forgot,
If thinking on me then you should make you
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e stars are not wanted now: put out every one;
Pack up the moon and dismantle the sun;
Pour away the ocean and sweep up the wood.
For nothing now can ever come to any good.


The Beauty of Death (Part
Two - The Ascending)
I have passed a mountain peak and my soul is
soaring in the
Firmament of complete and unbound freedom;
I am far, far away, my companions, and the
clouds are
Hiding the hills from my eyes.


e valleys are becoming flooded with an ocean
of silence, and the
Hands of oblivion are engulfing the roads and the
houses;
e prairies and fields are disappearing behind a
white specter
at looks like the spring cloud, yellow as the
candlelight
And red as the twilight.


e songs of the waves and the humans of the
streams
Are scattered, and the voices of the throngs
reduced to silence;
And I can hear naught but the music of Eternity
In exact harmony with the spirit’s desires.
I am cloaked in full whiteness;
I am in comfort; I am in peace.


The Book of Wisdom
e souls of the virtuous are in the hands of God,
no torment shall ever touch them.


In the eyes of the unwise, they did appear to die,
their going looked like a disaster,
their leaving us, like annihilation;
but they are in peace.
If they experienced punishment as men see it,
their hope was rich with immortality;
slight was their affliction, great will their blessings
be.
God has put them to the test
and proved them worthy to be with Him;
he has tested them like gold in a furnace,
and accepted them as a holocaust.
When the trine comes for his visitation they will
shine out;
as sparks run through the stubble, so will they.
ey shall judge nations, rule over peoples,
and the Lord will be their king for ever.
ey who trust in him will understand the truth,
those who are faithful will live with him in love;
for grace and mercy await those he has chosen.


The Divine Weaver
A man’s life is laid in a loom of time
To a pattern he does not see.
While the Weaver works and the shuttles fly
Till the end of eternity.


Some shuttles are filled with silver thread,
And some with threads of gold;
While often but the darker hue
Is all that they may hold.
But the weaver watches with skilful eye
Each shuttle fly to and fro,
And sees the pattern so deftly wrought
As the loom works sure and slow.


God surely planned that pattern
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I found some time to hesitate,
to laugh, to love, to cry
Matters it now if time began
If time will ever cease?
I was here, I used it all,
and now I am at peace.


Our memories Build A
Special Bridge
Our memories build a special bridge
When loved ones have to part
To help us feel were with them still
And soothe a grieving heart
ey span the years and warm our lives
Preserving ties that bind
Our memories build a special bridge
And bring us peace of mind


Remember me
To the living, I am gone
To the sorrowful, I will never return
To the angry, I was cheated
But to the happy, I am at peace
And to the faithful, I have never left
I cannot speak, but I can listen
I cannot be seen, but I can be heard
So as you stand upon the shore
Gazing at the beautiful sea, remember me
As you look in awe at a mighty forest
And in its grand majesty, remember me
Remember me in your hearts,
In your thoughts, and the memories of the
Times we loved, the times we cried,
the battle we fought and the times we laughed
For if you always think of me,


I will never have gone.


Remember me When I Am
Gone Away
Remember me when I am gone away,
Gone far away into the silent land;
When you can no more hold me by the hand,
Nor I half turn to go yet turning stay.
Remember me when no more day by day
You tell me of our future that you planned:
Only remember me, you understand
It will be too late to counsel then or pray.
Yet if you should forget me for a while
And afterwards remember, do not grieve
For if the darkness and corruption leave
A vestige of the thoughts that once I had,
Better by far you should forget and smile
an that you should remember and be sad.


Stop All The Clocks
Stop all the clocks, cut off the telephone,
Prevent the dog from barking with a juicy bone,
Silence the pianos and with muffled drum
Bring out the coffin, let the mourners come.


Let aeroplanes circle moaning overhead
Scribbling on the sky the message He Is Dead,
Put crepe bows round the white necks of the
public doves,
Let the traffic policemen wear black cotton gloves.


He was my North, my South, my East and West,
My working week and my Sunday rest,
My noon, my midnight, my talk, my song;
I thought that love would last for ever: I was
wrong.
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Into the cycle of living and dying and rising again
We lay you down
May you rest in peace, in fulfilment, in loving
May you run straight home in God’s embrace
Into the freedom of wind and sunshine
We let you go
Into the dance of the stars and the planets
We let you go
Into the wind’s breath and the hands of the star
maker
We let you go
We love you, we miss you, we want you to be
happy
Go safely, go dancing, go running home


What is Dying?
A ship sails and I stand
Watching till she fades on the horizon
And someone at my side says,
“She is gone”.
Gone where?
Gone from my sight, that is all;
She is just as large as when I saw her.
e diminished size and total loss of sight
Is in me, not in her,
And just at the moment
When someone at my side says
“She is gone”
ere are others who are watching her coming,
And other voices take up a glad shout
“ere she comes!”
And that is dying


When I Die and Leave Behind
When I die and leave behind
is earth I love
ese trees, this sky,
e pounding sea,
e yearly hope of spring,
Cry not for me,
Rejoice.
My soul has wings
And in it’s freedom sings.


You Can Shed Tears That She
Is Gone
You can shed tears that she is gone
Or you can smile because she has lived.
You can close your eyes and pray that she’ll come
back
Or you can open your eyes and see all that she’s
left.
Your heart can be empty because you can’t see her
Or you can be full of the love you shared.
You can turn your back on tomorrow and live
yesterday
Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of
yesterday.
You can remember her and only that she’s gone
Or you can cherish her memory and let it live on.
You can cry and close your mind, be empty and
turn your back
Or you can do what she’d want: smile, open your
eyes, love and go on.
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Each thread – the dark and the fair –
Was chosen by his master skill
And placed in the web with care.
He only knows the beauty
And guides the shuttles which hold
e threads so unattractive
As well as the threads of gold.


Not till the loom is silent.
And the shuttles cease to fly
Shall God unroll the pattern
And explain the reason why
e dark threads are as needful
In the weavers skilful hand,
As the threads of gold and silver
In the pattern he had planned.


The Pilgrim’s Progress
(extract)
I see myself now at the end of my journey; my
toilsome days are ended. I am going now to see
that head which was crowned with thorns, and
that face which was spit upon for me. I have
formerly lived by hearsay and faith, but now I go
where I shall live by sight, and shall be with Him
in whose company I delight myself. I have loved
to hear my Lord spoken of; and wherever I have
seen the print of his shoe in the earth, there I have
coveted to set my foot too. His name to me has
been as a civet-box; yea, sweeter than all
perfumes. His voice to me has been most sweet;
and his countenance I have more desired than
they that have most desired the light of the sun.
His word I did use to gather for my food, and for
antidotes against my faintings. He has held me,
and has kept me from mine iniquities; yea, my


steps hath he strengthened in his way.


Now, while he was thus in discourse, his
countenance changed; his strong man bowed
under him; and after he had said, “Take me, for I
come unto ee!” he ceased to be seen of them.


But glorious it was to see how the open region
was filled with horses and chariots, with
trumpeters and pipers, with singers and players
on stringed instruments, to welcome the pilgrims
as they went up, and followed on another in at
the beautiful gate of the city.


Turn Again To Life
If I should die and
Leave you here awhile
Be not like others sore undone,
Who keep long vigils
By the silent dust and weep.
For my sake turn again
To life and smile
Nerving thy heart
And trembling hand to do
Something to comfort
Other hearts than thine.
Complete these dear
Unfinished Tasks of mine,
And I, perchance
May therein comfort you.


We Let You Go
Into the darkness and warmth of the earth
We lay you down
Into the sadness and smiles of our memories
We lay you down
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